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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Sheriffs of Oneida County The office of Sheriff has
descended to us from bygone days. Some historians with great show of probable truth, have placed its origin in
the proconsel of the ancient Romans; others have endeavored to trace it to corresponding positions under
patriarchs, emperors and kings. But whatever may be the fact, it is the same now as it was a thousand years
ago in the reign of Alfred the Great. He brought from out the chaos of Anglian governmental machinery, a
tangible division of his Kingdom into Sceyres or Earldoms, now called counties or shires. The government of
these shires was entrusted to an Earl or Comes. The Shire Keeper was the same as our Sheriff. He was
appointed and ordained by the King as Keeper of the Peace and Governor of the Shire. His power was very
great; the executed the King s commands and ruled with authority of his own. In many cases he was an
arbitary tyrant, having the discretionary powers of Judge, Jury and Executioner. In due time came the Magna
Charter of John, an enactment memorable for its construction and frequent violation. It was constantly and
continually being confirmed and reconfirmed until in 1216, Henry Ill, then a minor, had it revised and re
enacted. It was duly confirmed by the Earl of Pembroke and Papal Nuncio. When the King attained his majority
it was again reconfirmed in the form in which it appears on our law books. This act modifies the judicial
authority. The statute of Edward |, gave the people the right to elect their own Sheriffs, but the officers used
their power to secure...
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