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aspects -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 city using this new technology to reduce the generation of mercury
amalgams going into the sewer system, highly effective. The other point we would make is that when you go
into the sewer systems themselves, if you look at sewage sludge, EPA 503 standards apply to land application.
We have standards that limit the amount of mercury that can go into land-applied sludge, and we also have air
emission standards that limit the amount of mer-cury that can be emitted from incineration. One particular
item that may be of interest to the committee is that in 2006, this past year, EPA has undertaken a study of
certain portions of the health services industry. One part of that are dental offices and the discharge of
amalgams with mercury from dental of-fices, and we will be completing that study probably in the fall of 2008.
We expect that information will give us a lot of valuable data on the volumes and the kinds of BMPs and
practices that are being engaged in there. Under the Clean Air Act, one of the questions being asked by the
committee is the significance of dental amalgam mercury emis-sions. One of the points that we would make in
this hearing is that EPA regards these missions as important. As we compare them, however, to other national
sources of mercury emissions, we con-clude, based upon the information to us, that they are a relatively small
proportion of national emissions of mercury. One of the things we would point out is that our focus on the air
program has been to...
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