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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Onlooker, Vol. 1: A Monthly Review of Current Event
Canadian and General, Toronto, July, 1920 There is a great difference between the digging of ditches and
school-teaching. If you engage a man to open up a ditch a hundred yards long, two feet wide, and three feet
deep, it docs not require great skill in appreciation to know when the job is done. But it is quite a different
matter when a community of people of varying temper and experience engage a man or woman to take
charge of forty children of diverse age, physique, fortune and experience in order to give the instruction best
fitted to make of each one a useful member of civilized society. There are so many chances of error. It may only
be long years thereafter, that people can say with certainty whether the teaching was good or bad. No bureau
of standards yet invented contains the necessary instruments for measuring with exactness the progress of
mind and soul in the developing human creature. The doors of the temple of education stand ever wide-open,
inviting all the breezes that blow from the miasmatic realms of fanaticism, ignorance and selfishness.
Humanity is not quick to discover who the quacks and mountebanks are in the field of so-called education. And
when one set of such operators is discovered and driven off, lo! soon there is another to take its place. Seldom
is the pool of Bethesda of the educational system of Ontario, for instance, without its angel ready to trouble the
waters. If agitation were all that is needed, the schools of Ontario might long since have been the best in the...
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