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Reusable space vehicles. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1 Executive Summary tee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation INTRODUCTION and the House Committee on Science, Space, In the early part of the next
century, the and Technology. For this assessment, OTA has National Aeronautics and Space Administration
previously published a special report, Launch l ( NASA ) and the Department of Defense ( DoD ) Options for the
Future: Buyers Guide; a A intend to build new, advanced launch systems to technical memorandum, Reducing
Launch Op-carry crews to space. In the interim, NASA erations Costs: New Technologies and Prac-2 hopes to
make Space Shuttle launches more tices, and a background paper, Big Dumb routine. Between now and the
end of the century Boosters: A Low-Cost, Transportation Op-3 NASA expects to employ the Space Shuttle to tion
A final report will summarize the findings conduct scientific and engineering research, to of these interim
documents. launch space probes and satellites, and - in partnership with Canada, the European Space PEOPLE
IN SPACE - to establish a permanent Agency, and Japan human presence in space on the planned interna-Since
1961, when President Kennedy called tional Space Station. for a program to send men to the moon and back, 4
NASAs manned space eAorts have deter-This special report examines technologies mined much of the direction
and spending of the and systems for transporting astronauts and governments civilian space program. Today,
scientists to and from low-Earth orbit, and NASAs projects involving humans...
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