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respectfully submit the following report: - In obedience with the orders of Major-General Foster, | assumed
command of the Department of Virginia, 7th Corps, on the 25th day of July last. On the 28th of July, | addressed
the communication marked A, hereunto attached, to the most prominent citizens of Princess Anne, Norfolk,
Currituck, and Camden Counties, which was promptly responded to by letters marked B and C, and at the same
time in person by deputations composed of Union and disunion men, non-combatants from within our lines;
and it was determined that so long as they should take no active part against the Government, they should be
protected, and be permitted to trade, under certain restrictions, with the merchants of Norfolk. The immediate
results of these measures were most satisfactory, but produced a jealousy and alarm among certain bands of
guerrillas that have since the war occupied the swamps of Currituck and Camden Counties. This feeling
increased to that extent, that they were determined to stop the above trade and intercourse with Norfolk; for
which purpose a concerted movement was made on the 7th September, and all of the bridges within the above
four counties were destroyed. Some of the bridges were rebuilt, and again destroyed, and | resorted to the
means indicated in Special Order, marked D, hereunto attached, and required that the bridges should be kept
in repair by the...
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