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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: .his father but his strong frame and eager heart; but before him
lay a whole continent wherein to pitch his farm, and he felt ready to marry as soon as he became of age, even
though he had nothing but his clothes, his horses, his axe, and his rifle.31 If a girl was well off, and had been
careful and industrious, she might herself bring a dowry, of a cow and a calf, a brood mare, a bed well stocked
with blankets, and a chest containing her clothes 32--the latter not very elaborate, for a woman s dress
consisted of a hat or poke bonnet, a bed gown, perhaps a jacket, and a linsey petticoat, while her feet were
thrust into coarse shoepacks or moccasins. Fine clothes For the opinion of a foreign military observer on the
phenomenal accuracy of backwoods markmanship, see General Victor Collot s Voyage en Amerique, p. 242. w
MS. copy of Matthew Clarkson s Journal in 1766. McAfee MSS. (Autobiography of Robert R. McAfee). Do. were
rare; a suit of such cost more than 200 acres of good land.33 The first lesson the backwoodsmen learnt was the
necessity of self-help; the next, that such a community could only thrive if all joined in helping one another. Log-
rollings, house-raisings, house-warmings, corn-shuckings, quiltings, and the like were occasions when all the
neighbors came together to do what the family itself could hardly accomplish alone. Every such meeting was
the occasion of a...
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